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CONFIDENTIAL NIAMEY 3230 

E.O. 11652: NGDS 
TAGS: PFOR, KS, NG 

SUBJECT: VISIT OF NORTH KOREAN VICE PRESIDENT KANG 

REF: NIAMEY 3166 NOTAL 

1. KOREAN VICE PRSIDENT KANG'S VISIT AUGUST 1 1 THROUGH 
13 IS UNLIKELY TO ALTER GON S EVEN-HANDED APPROACH TO 
KOREAN PROBLEMS. 

2. VISIT, WHICHNIS DESCRIBED BY MFA AS ORDINARY QUOTE 
PRISE DE CONTACT, UNQUOTE CONSISTED OF ROUTINE SCHEDULE 
OF MEETINGS WITH PRESIDENT AND GON OFFICIALS, ACCOMPANIED 
BY NORMAL PRESS PLAY BUT NO CONSIPICUOUS ATTEMPT AT PUBLIC 
IMAGERY ON ETTHER SIDE. PRESIDENT KOUNTCHE RECEIVED 
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NOT PARTICIPATE IN SOCIAL OR PROTOCOL ACTIVITIES. 

3. ANODYNE REMARKS CARRIED IN PRESS FROM DINNER 
GIVEN BY FOREIGN MINISTER DJERMAKOYE (VICE PRESEDENCY 
OF NIGER IS STILL VACANT FOLLOWING JALING OF SUPREME 
MILITARY COUNCIL'S NUMBER 2 MAN) UNDERLINED THEMES OF 
FRIENDSHIP. NON-ALIGNMENT, SELF-RELIANCE AND ANTI- 
COLONIALISM, ALLUDING TO KOREAN 

REUNIFICATION IN ALMOST IDENTICAL BUT EQUALLY 
GENERAL TERMS, DJERMAKOYE AND KANG CALLED FOR 
SOLUTION THROUGH EFFORTS OF PEOPLE OF BOTH 
KOREAS WITHOUT FOREIGN INTERFERENCE. FRENCH 
AMABASSADOR GASCHIGNARD WHO ATTENDED DINNED AS DEAN 
OF CORPS TELLS US NOTHING MORE OF SUBSTANCE WAS 
MENTIONED IN SPEECHES, EXCEPT FOR A MAL- 
ADROIT REFERENCE BY KANG TO NIGER'S LIBERATION FROM 
QUOTE COLONIALIST YOKE UNQUOTE, WHICH, AS GASCHIGNARD 
WRYLY OBSERVES WAS OMITTED FROM PRESS ACCOUNTS 
FOLLOWING DAY. 

4. GASCHIGNARD, WHO DESCRIBES KANG AS A BOURGEOIS, 
PROFESSORIAL FIGURE APPARENTLY GOING ABOUT HIS BUSINESS 
IN A LOW-KEY WAY,SURMISES THAT FURTHER BILATERAL 
COOPERATIVE ARRANGEMENTS WERE DISCUSSED BUT DOUBTS 
VISIT WILL HAVE ANY IMPACT ON GON'S CONTINUING GOOD 
RELATIONS WITH ROK. FOREIGN MINISTRY 

OFFICIALS WE HAVE SEEN IN LAST FEW DAYS GENERALLY 
CONFIM THIS ASSEMSSMENT AND INDICATE THAT GON WILL 
CONTINUE TO ATTACH EQUAL WEIGHT TO TIES 
WITH BOTH KOREAS. THIS MEANS NIGER CAN BE EXPECTED 
TO PROVIDE APPROPRIATE SUPPORT FI ROK QN INTERNATIONAL 
FORA WHILE, OF COURSE, AVOIDING INVIDIOUS CHOICES OR 
GETTING OUT IN FRONT.DAVISON 
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